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News Brief 
 

 

 

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina reached Abu Dhabi yesterday en route to New York to attend the 

72nd Session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA). The PM would address the UNGA on 

the afternoon of September 21 local time. On the same day, she would hold a bilateral meeting with UN 

Secretary General Antonio Guterres. On September 18, the PM will attend a high-level meeting on UN 

Reforms to be hosted by US President Donald Trump and a high-level meeting on Prevention of Sexual 

Exploitation and Abuse at UN Headquarters. In the afternoon, the PM is expected to hold a bilateral 

meeting with her Bhutanese counterpart Tshering Tobgay before attending a high-level follow-up 

meeting on Global Deal for Decent Work and Inclusive Growth. On September 19, the PM along with 

other heads of state and government will join the official lunch to be hosted by the UN Secretary 

General. The lunch will be followed by a high-level roundtable of the UN Secretary General's High 

Level Panel on Women's Economic Empowerment. In the afternoon, the PM will join the OIC Contact 

Group meeting on Rohingya Minorities at UNHQs.  

 Industries Minister Amir Hossain Amu has stressed the need for boosting mutual cooperation, 

trade-commerce and investments among the BIMSTEC members to exploit the huge economic 

potential for sustainable development of the region. The Minister made the assertion while speaking at 

the opening session of 'BIMSTEC EXPO-2017' in Kolkata of India yesterday. 

 Bangladesh Railway has signed an agreement with Asian Development Bank to construct rail lines 

connecting Dohazari and Cox's Bazar via Ramu. Railways Minister M Mujibul Haque was present at 

the agreement signing ceremony at Rail Bhaban in Dhaka yesterday. Speaking on the occasion, the 

minister said, with the construction of Dohazari-Ramu-Cox's Bazar dual gauge project, the number of 

domestic and foreign tourists would increase more in Cox's Bazar, as this rail line would connect 

Bangladesh to the Trans-Asian railway. 

 Bangladesh has set an example for the world with its response to the Rohingya crisis, British High 

Commissioner Alison Blake has said. The UK is active in finding a lasting solution to the crisis in 

Myanmar's Rakhine State, Blake told a group of journalists at her residence in Dhaka yesterday. 

Meanwhile, Turkish Deputy Prime Minister Bekir Bozdağ has thanked Bangladesh government for 

hosting a large number of the Rohingyas. He reassured the Turkish support both political and material 

for the government of Bangladesh on the issue. The support was conveyed as the Bangladesh 

ambassador to Turkey M Allama Siddiki had a meeting with the Deputy Prime Minister at the latter’s 

office on Friday.  

 The Police Headquarters has instructed the law enforcers to form a committee in every district to 

maintain communal harmony across the country, especially in the Buddhist-populated areas. The order 

came in the wake of recent massive influx of Rohingya into Bangladesh from the Buddhists dominated 

Myanmar. Besides, the headquarters asked the law enforcers to ensure that the movement of Rohingyas 

is kept limited inside the camps in Cox's Bazar.  

 The Saudi Arabian authorities have extended the deadline of general amnesty by 30 days for the 

Bangladeshi expatriates. The new extended deadline is now October 15, 2017.  

 Bangladesh has expressed grave concern over the successive launching of 2nd ballistic missile over 

Japan by North Korea and urged it to refrain from missile tests that deviate from the cardinal principle 

of UN of collective peace and security.  

 UNDP acting Country Director Koyko Yoksosui has appreciated Bangladesh's success in 

protecting the ozone layer through proper implementation of the Montreal Protocol. She praised 

Bangladesh's efforts while addressing a discussion in Dhaka yesterday. 

 The key index of Dhaka Stock Exchange closed at 6,203.90 points on Thursday. 
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